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SCHOOL HOURS 

Reminder that students are 

not to be at school before 

8:30am.  Parents need to 

supervise their child until 

then. 

First Bell: 8.50am                                         

Class starts: 8:55am                                            

Last Bell: 3.00pm 

Late arrivals and early de-

partures need to sign in/

out at the office. 

DEAR PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS… FORTNIGHTLY ROUNDUP 

Welcome to our Week 5 newsletter. Already we are half way through our first term. 

It is wonderful to see our students well and truly settled into daily routines and be-

ing engaged in  great learning.  

This year our school priorities are very clear!                                                                                      

The continued focus in improving Spelling, Writing and Reading continues to drive our main agenda. 

This ever important push to ensure that every child, everyday is learning and making progress in their 

literacy journey.                                                                                                                                                            

Students in years Prep to 2 are using the Initial Lit program. This is a phonics driven program that sup-

ports students being able to develop effective decoding skills. There is a set of decodable texts that 

match the lessons to support student learning. The resources in the program also support students 

learning how to spell. In Years 3-6, this work continues through a spelling program known as Sound-

waves. Using a phonics based approach, students are taught how to apply these strategies to become 

successful spellers. The school has budgeted to purchase the resources required to embed these pro-

grams into the classrooms. Additional teacher and teacher aide time also purchased to ensure that 

every day , students are engaged and being successful in their literacy learning.                                                        

It is important to remember that education is a joint responsibility and parents also have a role to 

play. Assisting your child to ensure that they complete their homework is vital to keeping up at 

school. Reading every night is  must . Younger students will need your assistance in the beginning . 

Older students should be able to do this independently. If you have any concerns about homework, 

please contact the class teacher by email or the school phone. The teacher will respond to your en-

quiries, although this may not be straight away as their first priority is to teach their class during 

school hours.  

Prep Enrolments for 2022                                                                                                                                                  

As you are aware,  our school is enrolment managed and our current enrolments are close to our 

maximum cap.                                                                                                                                                                              

To assist with future planning and decision making, I am asking our current families to please make 

contact with Mrs Lund, if you have a Prep aged child for 2022.  I know it is earlier in the year than 

normal to be making this request. Eligible students must be a sibling of a child who is currently en-

rolled and attending Tent Hill Lower SS; or lives in our catchment. You can make contact by phoning, 

texting or emailing Mrs Lund.  

Parent Information session for Prep/Year 1 class                                                                                                         

Mrs Samuelsen will be conducting her information session next week on Wednesday 3rd March. The 

session will commence at 3.30pm and will be held in the classroom. The session will take about 30 

minutes. All parents of students in Mrs Samuelsen' s classroom are welcome to attend. 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL PROCEDURES                                                                                                            

Thank you for your attention to the before and after school procedures. The staff appreciate that many families 

are choosing to drop their children at 8.30 or later. Our school procedures are in line with other schools  and 

reflect the importance of student safety. There are still numerous students being dropped off and left with no 

supervision prior to 8:30am.  At Tent Hill Lower, a teacher aide is employed to supervise students in the morn-

ing and this only commences at 8:30am. Teachers are not required to be at school until 8:45am and if they 

choose to come earlier, it is for the purpose of planning lessons for the day.  

STUDENT                     

INDUCTION 



 

 

Zone swimming 

Cyber-safety 

 

attendance 

Congratulations to Cody Graffunder who participated 
in the Lockyer  Zone swimming carnival last Friday. He 
has been selected to compete at the Darling Downs 
Regional Swim Carnival next week. Good luck Cody. 

The Year 6 school captain and student leader badges 
will be presented on a special school assembly. This 
will occur on Monday 1st March at 2.30pm. Parents of 
these students are invited to attend.  

Playgroup will recommence on Wednesday 3rd March. 

This will be held in the Prep room from 9:00am till 
11:00am.  

Bring a snack, hat and water bottle. Welcoming all 
ages from  0—5 years. FREE 

School calendar 

Badge presentation 

playgroup 

 

 

 Please help support 

your P & C who sup-

ports your school and 

children.  

New members are 

always welcome  at 

our meetings.  

NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 9th March 

3:30pm 

Upcoming fundraisers 

Colour explosion 

Wednesday 31st March 

More details will be sent home at a later date 

A Cybercafés Help Button is installed on all school com-

puters throughout the state.  The floating icon is visible 

on computer desktops and is also available for parents to 

download to their home computer.  It provides students 

with an easy means of reporting cyberbullying and online 

concerns.  The button is part of a federal government ini-

tiative providing an online hub with 24 hour access to 

cybercafés help, reporting options, resources and infor-

mation. I would encourage families to visit the link below 

for more information:https://esafety.gov.au/ 

The school calendar/handbook will be handed out on 

Friday 26 February. They will be sent home with your 

child. Please keep these in a prominent place as it con-

tains important information about school policies and pro-

cedures.  

Friday the 19th March is National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. It is an opportunity for the 

whole school community to “Take a Stand Together” against bullying and violence. To show their support, 

students are encouraged to wear an orange shirt on the day. We understand if an orange shirt isn't attainable 

then a blue or green shirt will be acceptable on the day. Students should still wear their black uniform shorts/

skorts as this is NOT a free dress day. No gold coin is required. Wrist bands will be given out on the day. 

For more information and to view some of the resources our teachers have used to engage our students, 

please visit this website: http://www.bullingnoway.gov.au/  

https://esafety.gov.au/


 

 

Tent Hill Lower is a Positive Behaviour for Learning School 

Our teachers explicitly teach our four school expectations to all students. Each week there is a focus on a 

particular expectation which is taught in all classrooms. Each week’s focus is also  addressed on assem-

bly and mentioned in our fortnightly newsletter, so parents and carers can also discuss and reinforce the 

school expectations with students. This ensures that the whole school community is aware of the school 

values and expectations and promotes high standards of responsible behaviour:  

      Be responsible        Use Respect        Do your best          Stay Safe 

Week 5: In the toilets we: 

Flush the toilet 

Wash our hands 

Keep toilets clean 
Week 6: In the playground we: 

Are calm and controlled 

Be a playground buddy 

Use friendly words 

         Rainbow Warriors 

 

Lego play with some friends 



 

 

What rules should you have around digital devices?      
By Michael Grose 

Children’s digital technology needs to be managed and monitored by parents. That means we 

need to have some rules and guidelines in place.  

 

I’m often asked about rules and guidelines for children in the early and primary school years about 

digital devices such as tablets and mobile phones. This is new ground for most people whose own parents didn’t have to 

worry about digital technology. How to persuade kids to leave the television and play outside was the extent of the screen 

worries of the previous generations of parents. 

One thing is certain, technology is an issue you’ll struggle with for the rest of your parenting life. We’ve created the tech-

nology and unleashed it on our kids and now we seem to be scrambling like mad to keep up. 

Adding to this complexity is the fact that technology keeps changing rapidly. We just come to grips one 

device when a new one comes along that we have to learn about. Digital technology, with all its 

advantages is here to stay. It connects us to each other in ways we couldn’t imagine even a decade ago. It enables us to 

communicate to our kids when we don’t know where they are. It creates new interests and cultivates creativity. 

You’d have to be living under a rock to not realise that digital technology also presents new challenges such as cyber-

bullying, worries about social media and children’s exposure to inappropriate images. Digital devices give kids access to a 

virtual world that is totally seductive particularly for those with poor impulse control. Also the nature of technology means 

that children can spend a lot of their time heads bent and staring into a screen, which is not healthy in the long-term. 

Children’s digital technology needs to be managed and monitored by parents. That means we need to 

have some rules and guidelines in place. Each family makes up their own rules to suit their circumstances but the following 

suggestions will help you put some order into the digital devices that come into your home. 

1. Hold off as long as you can— The age when a child first gets a mobile phone is getting younger. 

Now most young people seem to have a mobile phone when they start secondary school. I’m currently 

working with parents who are struggling to hold off on their child’s mobile phone until secondary school 

but it’s a continuous battle 

2. Be prepared to learn— Giving a digital device to a child has more parent strings attached to it than say, giving a box of 

Lego or most other items of play. 

3. Put rules in place first—This is an interesting one. If you give your child a device, then later place 

restrictions on when its overused or used poorly then there’s every chance that you’ll be seen as the bad guy/gal. Better to 

put restrictions on in the first place. 

4. Change rules if need be— Be prepared to change your rules based on your child’s behaviour, maturity, sleep patterns, 

incompletion of homework, bullying or other issues that will invariably crop up and cause you to realise that the rules you 

set just aren’t working. 

 5.Keep digital technology out of bedrooms If there was one rule that you should stay firm on, then this is the one. 

Many of our children are in sleep deficit as it is, without bringing digital devices into the frame. They may say they want to 

charge it in their room. If so, keep the charger in a public place. 

6. Have a digital detox one day a week The only way that this idea will work is if you join them in making one day a 

week a digital technology free day. They will probably not like it, and neither will you, but the point of having one day off is 



 

 


